THE LAWS DEI

Troubles That the People Groan and

Sweat Under.

OUR JUDGES

Both Are Charged With More or Less

Shortcomings.

REMEDIES SUGGESTED.

{ & a' .
Reforms Needed—-Continuances, Writa
of Error, Ete,, Disonssuil,

The following letters are given In con-
tinuation of the enquiry of the Dispatch
“as to the foundation for the widespread
bellef that there Is great tardiness in
enforeing the Inw aguinst criminals, and
that the ends of jJustice are often defeated
by convictions which are reversed by ap-

pellate courts upon trivial technioalities,'

Also, “If legislation on this subject 18 ne-

s0, what?"
| ————
C. E. NICOL, ESG.
Too Many Contlousnces and

Jury Exempiions,

cessury, and If

Too

The criminal
those of nny Hinte

to they are

even reasonably well executed,

be expected. However, not

AND JURORS.

Lawyers as to

“Illy

laws of Virginia are ex-
cellent, and will compare favorably with
They are not perfect-
Iy administered which, of course, Is not

and this

nppellate eourts upon trivial
technicalitien. If bo trus ean any
remedy be nFurded by legistation? The
grest evil of (he day v the Trequent
change of our clataie law, Bir Hdwani
Coka once mabh, “If L am exlicd a gues-
tlon of common law, § ghouid b qehamed
it 1 ecould not answer I lemaicdlataly,
but if | wm erked'm guestion of statuts
aw, 1 should be asham-~d to wnawer it
without referring to the statule bosk."”
Bo - frequent hnve been the changes of
our statute Jaws that a £ir Hdward Coke,
If we had one at this day, might hesitite
to ansawer after & reference to the hooks.
New laws have been mude to expound the
old; new difficulties have arleen under
the new laws; as words are multiplisd
opportunities for cavilling are multiptid
also; confuslem has Inereassd, the web
thickens, until the judges upon (he beneh

the law was, or Is, or ought {9 be

their enforeement
Law reform is well

of the lyws, but In
by courts anu Jurles
enough In theory, but delusive In prac-
tice, Frequent efforts have been made
by our legislators to simplify criminal
pleadings and to prescribe what shall
not vitiate an' indietment, or for wh
cause @ judgment shail not be arrests
or reversed, and these very statutes have
been oftener matiors of controversy than
nny others in the books,

WHEELS OF JUSTICE LOCKED.
To Ilustrate, one statute—No, 30@-of
the Code, preséribing what lefecta In
indictments ghall not vitlate them,
"wturting out with these plain words: “No
indictment or other aceusatlon shall be
| quashed or deemed Invalid for omitting."
has been construed and  gravely

ele,

pissed upon in our Supreme Court of
i‘u\p‘u'ul'l more than  twenty-five  times;
more than twenty-five times bave con-
| vieted criminals locked the wheeld of
justice by A writ of error 1o the Bu- |

preme Court of Appeals under that ong
statute,

| How often this benlgn «Mort at simpli-
fleation has bee enngtrusd and miscon-

i e foundation for the bellef to which | Sued In the sounty. BURnEn A
you refer. The reason of thelr defective | phow often it has retarded the @nforee-
execution in: ment of criminal laws will never be
1. The county and corporation conrts | known. - the
have originnl Jurisdiction in all criminal n:f]’:;:“:2”;1:“’”‘?‘ ,r:..{.:—;.r::“\-\:‘r.'l f--'rml.':-'
cases, and yet the county courts are | thon of grand jurles and venlres have
presided over by Judges who recelve a | been fruftful sources uf contention and
woere plttance. The salary does nol com- | review by the courts

mand adequate talent, and errors egre THE THING NEEDED,
commlitted which any appellate court s In other words, Mr. Editor, theeee-

compelled to corréct on appeal. 'Uhis re-
pults In new trinl and delay. In some
countles In Virginla the county courts

wre pregided over by men of high order of
abllity, notwithstanding the small malary,
Lut they are the exceptlong
TOO MANY CONTINUANCES

2. There 18 too great facility in uhiuin-
ng The accused dhowd be
grunted one continuance for good cause,
After that b
granted from term to term, but oniy for
tmperptive cause to some day during the

vontinuances

no continuance  shoull

Lerm
There are 0o many exemptiong from
Ji serviee, The best men shun Jury
vies, and then complain of ithe admin-

i#trntion of the law,
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CrhARLES M. ELACKFORD, ESQ.
He Think« Thar No Parther Legisintion b
Novcesssry.

LYNCHUEITRG, VAL, October, 18, 1850

To the Editor of the Lispateh:

Yours of the Ioth instant, addressed
to the firm of Kirkpatrick & Blackrord,
I at hand, Major Kirkpatrick is not in
the city, #o 1 reply In my own name,

wlthough I know he agrees with the views
I expiress in response to your nquiries.
Ay oplnion I8 that no further leglsla.lon

Is N v,  The criminnd lawa wers
cnrefully  amendisl shortly  before the
Code of 187, and were aguin reviewed
by the able revisers of thut code. A

botter system cannotl be found anywhere,
Crimes are gocurately described, technicnl
rles are moditied, and yet every sale-
guard s malntsired pecessary to Eectire
& fale tefal to the accussd

! SBPEED AND JUSTICE.

My observation, which is quite exten-
sive both as to time and territory, forces
me to the opinlon that, as a rule, speedy
Justice ls meted In our criminal courts,
varying in speed and character with the
skill and industry of the respective judges
and attorneys for the Commonweallh,
who are called upon to administer it,

1t I very desirable that there shonld
be speed In the action of erlminal courts,
but it 1% more desirable that there should
be justes, To secure both requires skill
and consclentlons diseretion,

I have seen nothing In the reportad

opinions of the Court of Appeals, which |

Justifes the charge that by s action
“Justice I8 often defeated upon trivial
technlealitien.” I'he effort on the part of
the trial courts to be speedy often enuses
them to overlook those formalities in
the selectlon of juries and other pre-
Uminary steps of a trinl, which are es.cn-
tial to the protection of the citlzen, and to
the preservatlon of justice. The neglect
of the=~ formallties In the trial court in

most cases works no real injury to the |
which |

accused, but an appelate court,
has to lay down the genernl principles of
the tew and cteate a precedent, s con-
strained to ses to It that such formalitica
are strictly enforced,
NECESSARY FORMALITIES,

The formalities protect the life end
Hberty of the cltizen against prejudice
and part' blas, and such was the ob-
Ject of their institution, It therefore Le-
comes the duty of the Court of Apphals
to establish precedents which will main-
tain that object, even though In some
particular case ita Tullng my appear tech-
aleal, and In that case may even obstruct

These formalities protect the lfe and
the end of Justice. Those of us who noted
the course of _ustlce during the times of
peconstruction know the importance of
protecting the jury-box and give willing
smsent to every decision which secures
fta sufety and places the selectlon of a

beyond the possible rench of cither
v or corrupt judge or sherif.
Nery truly yours,

CHARLES M, BLACKFORL.
- ———
JOHN E. PENN, £5Q-

REew Reform Well Enough'in Theory, Hut
Delusive ta Praciive,
ROANOKE, VA, October 21, 1888,
To the Editor of the Dispatch:

I beg to say that the questions pro-
pounded deserve and should recelve the
careful consideration of our people, and
especlally of all in authority., Your at-
tention has doubtiess been directed to
subject by the recent lynchings in
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|f-rnn which 18 needed s In the adminis
tration of the criminal laws rather than
has
ud-

iln the lnws themse'ves, OF the law It

been well sald, “What e'er Is Lest
ministered In best.”
The diMenlty in Virginly has been

and
Is n cheap Judiclary, I would not re y

oL

dispute amongst themaslves as to what |

The remedy does not e In n chango |

nnd |

Common
smployment In deemed neconsary. nod
per. My opiniep
thouramds to
v far towards preventing

s that this would save
ihe Blile every yaar m

the reversal of verdiets on_amnl-. The

public would gnin new
admintatration of the eriminal lnws.
Theae nlons are given as the
of twenty-three years n
rience as attorney for the Comm
in Albemarie, one o
populoun counties In the Staie,

r Iy yours,
"f_""” oxh i,\l}l‘l',\ JALL WOODE,
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€. HATTON, ESQ.

Defenr Justive ap Teehnionlities.
nHal awe,
riumph o'er the

Al look up with revers
At crimen that “seape or t
Taw."

The klea eonveyed In the abave enuplet
is an portinent lo-day os when Pope so
aptly expressed It and W hen Shaltenpe u{_n'-
mada Haomiet number the law'a delay
o jlls we have,” he Bel oD ex-

among Ry wke
ample which, though na (5] noplicabie
to exinting condith | beinx tr:r-
lowed by many who 1 b better in-

ormed,

f1 am not one of 1 y bolleye Lhat
in this Commonwealth there i
diness in enforel: the erlminal laws or
that the ends of juntice are often 1efented
by the appilaté courta upon trivinl tech-

e W

njcalitien. 1 epeak gend rally. because,
to the trinl of ecertain minor ciTe
have in mind delay m t contin

an
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| of Appeals (In Lhe rass A .
Commonwerlthy has placed upun the
tute giving criminal juri lletlon to

ean b maet by n pr

tices of the peace
> ; 1t and leglsin

constitutioni] amendms
in wecordance therewil h

CAUTION NECEBSARY
Among all people posss 1 of the An-
love of lberty and deriving

glo-Baxon
thelr system of jurisprudence from the
cofnmon law of FEngiand, I s desmed
wise to give the fit of nil reasonable
doulita to the ac and to have the
| trial for crl s regulated that It will
| bee mecessary for the accused to he spe-
cifically Informed of the precise affenca
| charged and accorded ynahle time
| to prepire his defence 14
Jaws are made to apply Lo ¢ xtraordinary
ax well as ordinnry circumstances, it Is
necessary that they should be sufficiently
broad In thess respectd to avold working
extroordinnry

much as

nn injury when /
| elrenmstances, even Kh these same
laws may appear somewhat Iax when

! only npplied to ordinary eonditions,
CRIMINAL CAUBES.

for the prompt trial

Hegular grand jories

and =pecinl

Our lnws provide
of eriminil causes

on the julges, many of whom adorn the { et be had twloe o year,
| bench with learning, purity, and wigdom, | ceund jurles. with equal powers, may be
| but the best of them may Ht tmes be  pad at any time. The county and enrph-
w0 harassed with pecunlary diffieulties as | oo courts nre the chief courts of arigl-
| 1o partinlly unfit them for ane Intelll- | Lo cpminal  jurisdiction; they  hold
gent discharge of thelr dutles, The Judge | ooty terms, and crimingl cases may
of any court should be the equal, If Dot [ 1o el pt any term, so that no more
the superior of the lowyers who practles | pon 4 month need elopse between the
before him. As n genernd rule such ae- | oogee t and trial, unless, In the coun-
qulrements enn not be had for the smnll | jiox when charge! with i capital offence,
snluries  which the State okes out 19 | ... cumid elects to be tried In the Clr-
them, | eult Court, which only meets once In six
JUDGES" PAY. | months, and therefore the trinl may be

|
| 1t the pay of our judiclary i= compnroed
| with that of other States, it will be found
The
| the fudges for the clreults, corporations,
| nnd it of appeals, should double the
salories now pald, and then AN the posi-

next Legislature

| tluns with fearless and competent men,
who o wive Intelligent decislons upon
legn) auestiona as they mny arise In the |
trial  eourt with prompiness and  dis- |
pate |

i roallled with the offies of Judge
is thn torm for the Common-
wenlth, officers  should also be |
pakd at lenst doubls what they are now
receiving, s0 that the best squippsd law-
virs Uty the several counties und eltles
tay make the sgpecdy execution of the
eriminal Iaws worthy of thelr learning

and ahility,

I well know that this  will not be popular
with the tax-payers scheme of T
form, but, In my opinlon, it I8 & correct

une,

ns n

CHEAP JUSTICE COSTLY.
| Is the most costly
i o State ever In-

with
und

In mccordancs
ks,

s ot
dness prinelples, Railroads, be

b
ather corporntions pay adequate compen-

ention, and get thelr money's worth In
the serviees of persons who have pecullar |

fitnes and  #&il In each  particular
branch of ser « pegquired, The Stnte pays
the county J va less than the pay of
n secondrate clerk In a Loos and shoe
store. The cashiers in our banks recelve
e than the salaries of our clrcuit |
fudges, and the salaries of corporation
nl I= dotible that of the Judges
of the Supreme (‘ourt,
Very reapectfully yours,
JUHN E. PEXN.
o ————

MICAJAH WOODS, ESQ.

Need of Stensgraphers to Take Dowo
Exldence, Ete,, Ete.
CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA, Oct. 20th,

To the Editor of the Disputch @

In reply to yoursa of recent date I have
to way : The present statutes of Virginia
providing for the trinl of criminoals are
in the main wise, and If consclentiously
and Intelligently enforeed by the officers
and the courts would Insure spoedy and
falr trinls,

The troubles are :

1. Owing to the wvery meagre com-|
pensation allowed to attorneys for 1!191
Commonwealth in many countics, able

anil trained lawyers will not sesk the |

place, and In some instances will not |
serve. The result 18 Lthat some—yes,
many—of the prosecuting officers, while

good men, are not able 10 ¢ope SUCCEEA-
fuly with the talent and learning pltt---l!
agalnst them In Important trisls. Hence |
while a great cerime s committad, abhor-
rent to the community, the people feel un-

casy ms 1o the result of regular trial,
nnd are inclined to take the law into
thelr own hands,

£ It I8 a notorlous fact that the

higher courts are very prone to set aside
verdiets of the county courts on appeals
In cases of Importance,

DELAY ON APPEALS,

In fact, If the accused is able to em-
ploy able counsel, he can in nearly every
cose safely expect to have his case sus-
pended for months or even longer—some-
times a year or more by urging an ap-
peal—and too often the appéal resullts in
a reversal of the judgment of the lower
court on a mere technicality, or becuuse
the nppellate judge on recalling the evi-
P dence (which I8 nearly aiways imperfecily
'cfl’llﬂhl under the management of the
counsel for defence. who generally write
up the exceptions and evidence for thp
lower judge's approval) reaches a conclu-
slon different frum the jury and the trial
Judge, who have heard the evidence, seen
the witnesses, and heard the argument.

AMENDMENTS NEEDED.

A knowledge of the fact that a trial
of an Important case In the lower court—
and a verdict s not likely to be oo
slve—that greut delays and somet
subversions of the ends of justlee
higher courts always nearly follow,
gets among the people contempt for
eriminal administration snd incites th
to lynch law and all ite horrible concoml-
tints,

The remedies are :

1. The enietment of n law farbld-
ding an appellate judge Lo set aside any
verdict In o eriminal casie on account of
any technical frregularity in the pleadings
' or in the rulings of the trial judge, of
L on Inspection of the whole case he finds
| that substantinl justice has been done.

2 The enactment of & law forbidding an |
appellate Judge to set aside uny vendlet
on the ground thut the vendlet ls contrary
to the evidence, unless he I8 satisfied that
gross  Injustice has been done and that
the werdlct 'Is plalnly contrary to U

evidence.

As I sald before, the evidencs Ix nearly
always gotten up by counsel for the de-
fence. They are naturally prone to ig- '
nore or tone down the evidencs for the |
prosecution on vital points. o correct |
thelr rxi of the evid frevg
Involves great labor on the Common- |
wealth’'s sltorney, and acrimonious dis- |
putes, often multingl' in tempering the
record favorably for (he accused. This in
nearly alvovg W hte ars et |
cott ‘ ey for |

in the
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the
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THE RIGHT OF ELECTION
The provision of the law permitting this

slection should be repenled, ns the pri-
goner ean alwnys have an appeal to the
Clreuit  Court.  Another provision which

nled, to prevent de-
nits the session of
I'pon
proger to
. by Rule
eldence over

might likewlse be e

I
Iny, s that which Mln

the cownty courts to fAfteen days
s

the silbiject of tardiness |t
ndd that In our Court of App
XVIL, eriminal coses take pr
all other eases on the docket

A® to the secontl branch of your in-
quiry, I have to say that under the pro-
vislons of our Code (sections 3985 and 3999
to 400 it Is scarcely ;-.nll.lh!n- far our ap-
pellate courts to defeat justice upon tri-
vinl techuicalities, and a careful exami-
nation of the reporta of the casges decided
during re-
ae, oven to n layman,

cent yenrs will disc

copent und convincing reasons for the
court's action in ally enses dechled in
favor of the accused, (i, HATTON.
i —
R. H. LOGAN, ESQ.

The Right of Electlon—Owners of Grist-
Mills ns Grand Jurors,
SALEM, VA, October 18, 1601,
To the Editor of the IHspatch:

The delays of the law both in eivil and
eriminal law have been the fruitful sub-
ject of complaint, since the time whereof
“the memory of man runneth not to the
contrury,” There has been but little com-
plaint in this county (Roanoke) so far ns
1 have heard. When @ crime that shocks
ik fecling of the entire community,
such us murder, rapes, or arson, I8 com-
mitted, the publle naturally looks more to
the erime than to the evidence agoainst
the permon accused of the crime, whilst
the counsel for the defence must look
only to the evids v ngninst his ellent
and use his best endeavors to collect all
in his behalf,

CONTINUANCES,

It may be in some places too much
time is given for preparation for the de-
fence and courts may be too lenlent in
contlnuances and not  girict
enough In forcing the aecused In belng ac-
tive in preparing® for his trial, but from
my observation 1 would say that the
courts in which I priactice are in this re-
gpect more exacting in criminal than ¢lvil
cases, Under the law our county courts
have exclusive original jurisdiction for the
trind of all eriminnl offences except when
eapital punishment may be inflicted, when
the aceussd may, on arraignment, elect to

evidence

| be tried before the (reuit Court. These

courts mest monthly, #o that a continu-
ance will be of short duration; again the
Btutute, Code of 1857, section W16 says
that the wecused shall be arralgned and
tried at the same term at which he s
indicted unless good cause be shown for a
sontinuance.
THE RIGHT OF ELECTION.

1 ecannot see that legislation Is necess-
gary to hasten these trinls, except the
statute glving the accuse In offences
where the denth penalty may be inflleted,
a right to elect 1o be tried before the
Clreult Court should be repealed, Most
of the Clreult Courts have but two terms
a year; should a continuance be granted
Tt would delay the case for six montha
each time 1L 8 8o continued,

Our county Judges are fair lawyers,
the Constitution vequires them to be
tlearned in the Jaw, and having to deal
mostly with eriminal cases, they natu-
mily make eriminal luw their chief
study, and thus become specinlists in that
brunch of the profession, 1 se# 0o reason
why the mccused could not have as falr
a trial before the County Courts as be-
fore the Circult, especially as they have
the right of appeal to the Cireulg Court,

It may be well 20 to amend the law as
to require less formality in the return of
officers summoning venlrs, so that If
It appenrs thet 1t was summoned by an
officer authorized by law to summon, It
shonld be {, especinlly after verdict,

[t

and all objections to » summons and
return should be @ade before trial or not
nt nll

OW F-MI1LLS.

I see ni ad oeou-
plevn of be excluded
from being § 1 have never
Fnown one L) b for vioigting
the law In reference to tolls, &
few huedrad
indtletment ue lnws
(seillng whiskey v woh wore dis
missed becouss on: member of the grand

jury, which after several duys laborious
Investigation found the Indiciments, was
the owner of n small shure In o grist-mill,

1 think these and a few other matters
mny be proper subjecta of legisiation,
taking care always to give the accused
every necesary facllity for as vigorous a
defence ns he can make, and Inaure him
n falr and mn lmpartinl trial before a
falr and impartial jury.

| ———

WILLIAM H, WHITE, ESQ.

Too Many Exemplions From Jury Service—
Underpald Judges.
NORFOLK, VA., October 21, 158,
To the Edltor of the Dispateh:
Your inquiry nssumes that there Is o
whlespread bellsf that the criminal laws

1 sm coustrained to think that such a

bellef arises from the of
the law In the country reglons rather than
in the citles of the State. At least my
own observation does not out such
an assumption as to our cf In the lat-

the Com-

ter the eriminal
tered with a8 misch ¢

result
of continuous CxXpo-
enweslth
{ the largest and most

searesty Posidbia for App=ilate Conristo

unibue tar- |

TRIVIAL TECHNICALITIES,

It is doubtless true that thers ls ground
for the widespremd bellef In the country
sectlons, sithough 1 do not think any
foundation can be found for L In the
conduet of “appellate courts”

Those caurtl:pnr« pot characterized by a
too rendy scquiescence in, or respect for,
technlealities, trivial or otherwise.

Much that the publie may term “trivial
technfontities” will be found to contaln
some of {he moust cherished safeguards of
human rights.

The true ground for the bellef ls found
In the fact that the superfor legnl talent
of the State i5 at the bar, rather thun on
. the bench.

In every department of human netivity
' the boat results ace found to flow only
from the =mployment of the most profi-
clemt, akilful, and approved agencles,
| which’ nevessarily means the heat pald
agencies. Bo true Is this that any private
entorprise that lgnored It would inovita-
bly come to grief
YERPATD JUDGES.

it may seem, the State of
i han aeted In disreganl of this
trutem by providing a wreichedly under-
podd Judiclary.
le every Intelligent Individunl and
rallon secks the services of the
lawFeia they can procure, and finds
to eompensate them In a
nensurnte with their ability
W living, on the other hand

the State pursiues an opposite courne, To
such attorneys as may adminlster her
| laws suhe offors a compensation inferior,
| In the case of every county judge, to that
| received by 4l clerks In country stores

and In the ¢ of the circuit judges o
l»-'um Jeas than most book-keepers eom-
| mand, Is It a logitimate source of sur-
prise that such a policy results In Lissatis-
facton?

with a judiclary selected from the best
tadent st the bar and paid as well to
serve Lhe State as to serve individuals,
the public would then reallze that the
criminal jurisprudence of Virghin needs
Hittle other vevislon
WILLIAM
——

ALEXANDER HAMILTON, ESQ.

L

efitable
manner o
ind node

1. WHITE,

The Serlons Evil in Connection With Our
Criminals Is the Expense,
PETERSHURG, VA, Uct, 18, 1'9,
To the Editor of the Dispatch.

I have comparatively little to do with
eriminal practice—as little ns I can=but
my experlence and observation in this

part of the State la that there I8 no tardi-
ness 1 enforcing the law agulnst eriml-
nals. On the contrary, in this parl of
the State they are very promptly tried,
sOome Ty BCerious Ccase
able time which elapses
between the commission of a4 crime and
the trinl of a prisoner, or his final con-
vietion, especially If appeals are taken In
the jutter case to the upper courts, but 1
o not v this can  possibly be
avolded, be o these delays are usunily
due to the sbsence of witnessen, and on
nppeals to the tec hnleal questions rals: 1
by counsel for the prisoner.

TECHNICAL QUESTIONS.
prepared to thut thesas
questions  called “technied o not  in-
volve substance and merlt; on the con-
trary, o far as 1 am able to judge, they
involve no more than the prisonet
titled to.

Appeals In eriminal cases, both In the
Cirewtt Court and the Court of Appenla,
are promptly tried, secording to my o=
servation, It Is therefore my nion

wistation on this subject is not necs

Oecaslonally in
there s consid

e

1 am not

The very serious evil In connection with
¢ eriminal busi s of the St . Which
g bwe corTe 1, in my opinion, Is the

I«

sriwe, nnd It seems to me that th
t room for reform and hnprove
o this direction. But rou do not psk my
opinfon about that, so 1 will not extend
this letter by further reference to it
Truly yours,
ALEXANDER HAMILTON.
———

The Law's Ielay.

RICHMOND, Octoher 21, 1501,
To the Edltor of the Dispatch.
I read to-day carefully the able

legnd opindona In yoltr Hunday's lssuc in
repard to the “law's delay "

The majority for a new constitution s
T think, apparent in onder to make n
thorough change our eriminal law and
other laws also, You have heretofore [n-
vored a new constitution, I believe.

Lot the next Legislature appolol a come-
mittes of two from each Congressional
district (une a lawyer) with authority to
frame a new constitution, thelr report
to be mads public one month before the
meeting of the convention to act upon It
This would give time for the (ree discys-
sion in the newspapers of the change
proposeld by the committee, let the dis-
cussglon In the convention be limited also
to thirty days, If possible, Let this thirty
duys precede the regulur meeting of the
Legisiature's gpeclal session (If the body
shall meet as now) so that new laws may
be paseed to carry out the new constitu-
tlon, and then Virginia will, in less than
two years, be really a new Htate under

her own laws, and not as now, under a
carpet-bag constitution:
Very respectfully, W. W. P.

———

Too Many Kallromd Aceldents,
To the Editor of the IMspatch
While you are flinling out the vest reme-
dy for lyvnch 'aw, you can al4s do same-
thing townrds e'upping, or at least les-
sening raliroad accidents, It s tras we
have been fortunate in this State this

year In not haviug uny very fserious pc-
P

cidents, ns for as lfe 1« ¢ ernel, never-
theless our rallroad tralng are managsl
about the same as those on the Chicago
road, in which the terrible colllslon oc-
curred at Battle Creek, Mich, of which
the Dispatch gave an account on the 2ist
instant, when twenty-six were killed and
as many more injured, and the cause
of this great loss of life was a misunder-
standing of orders by the englieer, s0
sald the conductor. But really It seems
the cause was forgetfuiness by botl the

englneer and conductor, otherwise the
conductor would have stoppesd his traln
when the passing point was reached. Spe-

=nt |

—— !
A Tin Wedding—Pretty Birfhday rary
Soclety Personals,

——n.

From the time a girl learns in the
primer that M stands for M A N, there I8
an  inatinctive Impression  which never
jenves hir, but grows with her growth,
that one day in her life she will pos-
mworhopommdbyone.mher
idéax on this subject are never very clear
aw to which is or will be the case

An American girl approaches marringe
with & cortain sense of claiming her
right# She may not have diatinetly In
her mind that she is wronged, but she
puts herseif unconsclously into a fencing
attitude; and her first quarre] with her
husband will probably be to show thit
nobody can “lord It over her.

The American wife, too, s always am-
biticus; this may be set down as a cere
tainty by the man who marries her
3he expects him to be sumebody, If for
no better reason than that he Is her hus-
band. Women are all alike in this, and
to stimulate those who seem unresponsive
in this important particuiar they resort
to all soris of amiable devices, No mar-
ried woman has fafled at some time to
remind her husband what she gave up
In taking him for beiter or for worse.
She cannot help Intimating that she might
have pursued some other Ccourse and
pletures the glowing consequences of such
a choles. This is trenching upon danger-
ous ground, however, for man i= but mor-
tal for all he s given such a high place
tn {he universe and the primer, and the
most natural reply ta such goading will
be almost sure, “Plty you hadn't taken
the other chanee

WHOSE FAULT 18 IT?
are all neguainted with the voung
wife, who “in not happy with her hus-
band,’” but before we bestow nll our
sympathy upon her let us candidly Inquire
how far she has kept herself lovely and
nitractive, and If she Ix still the bwing
who Inspired the admiration and devotion
still demands. Is she intent
keeping his love as she was n Eaining
it* Or has she sunk to the | 1 of coms-
mon=place and glven up all the g .
which won his heart and made hlin y
her sl * Whin they out togethor

We

L1

she on

g

into o does #he now ook her
brightest and best? Does she unshine
for the nonce the chaln that binds here t
domestle worrles pnd grievances and en
deavor to be to him her own I unmay
ried  =olf, with the  witcheries he so
adored? Doea she glve him no énuse to
note that she CompHure unfuvorably with
other women In any of those attractions
that first drew him o her?

A whispered word to the voung wife who
“Is not happy'—forget your cares and
humor your lord's wenlke s (far he had
them), enter Into his pl aned et
him see that all that glves favor aed
plquancy. to e necd net be found el
where than in the iy of his wife

Man Is but an Incomplets thing w
out a helpmect, in fact, only a molety of
a man, walting to be perfected by the ad
ditlon of a “"better half.*

The' rovalty of his nature remiinsg un
developed whilst he is single, but he neola
the right sort of Insplration to complets
his best slide

An idle and seif-indulgent woman cun
NeEver § implish i, no matter how deng
l'-v' may love her in the ginning. 1t s
| the quality of unselfishness that he

looka

| for in her, in s higheat perfec
inconglderation townrd him In th
{ gle for o Uvelihood grows to be unpid

L Same of the happlest
l  livedd on
|m » bnttle of life

’ ans of 1lfe
| il sorrow

el blessings
SHE SHOULD WORK.

| Young wives should ever he mindful of

the fact that it 18 not in the natur

things that husbands, as a ruls, can s
I port wives withy work, They nesl not
| b *“drudges,'™ L y true woman showld

vier be willing to feel that in ways which
the “gecond partner” may always e fo-
he does not gt least «
should have her &
| out, for r

. whilst Lllenes

W nil the presents, the
glitter of the or inting st Hng=,
drive away the s weplony  thoughts
which should fill the mind of the brid
but the rmtion: ure will Iy lms
enough for tl . \ o
bridnl tour foel the we

anly two people, and it matters ni

she goes, life s to be n long drear
pleasure In the soclety of the one with
whom she has promised to spend It; but |
she Knows not that her bridal trip Is only
a prefuce to her . anid that In
i, while she muy read some tlony, ;

a anly t
ts home o

A TIN WEDDING

wok open to her when |
the honeymoon,

The matrimonind fever has reachal even
Lthose

who have been married
I# no guaranty even for those
agninst the epklemie
1] gliver weddings, wooden and |
lngs, are almost as foshionable |
this season as the orlginal ceremony, only
they take the form of surprise parties or |
Informal receptions. Buch was the cvle-

beefore,

bration of thelr “tin wedding,' or tenth |
anniversary, by Mr. and Mre J, It V. |
Danlel, on Wednesday evening, October |
wWith, An entirely Impromptu  gathering
of friends drank their health and. pre-
sented tin gifts and made merry with

i

them ns they had done ten years before
Several of the bridesmalds and grooms-
pien were present, among them  Mrs,
Scollay Moore, Mra. 15 B, Valentine, and
Messrs, ¥, M. MeGulre, Ashbhy Wickham,
W. W. Archer, 1*It. A, Dunlop. |

Ar, Rosewell § + rend several original
poems accoOmpanying presents, one
cially bright from New York, too lengthy
to be given here, but worthy of publica-
tion.

One from our “home talent,’” however,
appropriate to the present accorapanying, |
suggeative of Poe's Immorta.  “Belis,"
reads:

“Hear the tiny tinkling bells,
Woedding bells!
Ten years since they first rung oul,
Telllng with a joyous shout
Of the happiness awilting
Those who then thelr lives were mating.

rfpea

clal telegraphic Instructlons are glven
wlike to both engineer and conductor,
and the rule, without exception, Is that
the message i3 to be read and signed by
the engineer and conductor, and then re-
peated to the train dispatcher before they
are mn force, These messages mrely con-
tain more than fifteen to twenty words,
und are so plain that he who “runs may
read” and understand, Hence, nearly all
these fullures to execute instructlons are
due to forgetfulness Instead of mis-
understanding, What then shall be done
tofguicken the memorles of engineers and
sonductors?

There Is on every train a fireman and
ane to three hrakemen, and passenger
tralns huve a bagguge-master. lach of
thess employees I8 provided with a copy |
of the time-table, with which all nre |
required to fumliblarize themselves, and
| occastonally examinations nre made to
" test the Information these men have of
the runtlng of trains, Now suppose each
Lralteman, Areman, &c., were. furnished
with n copy of all special telegraphle
wrtders for the running of trains, surely
faur or five men are not 2o apt to forget or
misunderstand a message of a few wonls
rs two men are. This arrangement need
| not give In the least any additional power
to these men or reduce the responsibllity
of any othera. Hence, there would not
be any clash of authority, and self-preser-
vatlon would be sufMicient to keep in the
mind of one man, at least, the
point” and make it known to others.
The present duties of firemen, brakemen,
baggage-masters are scarcely more
than mechanical, although they are be-
ing trained to take the places of engineers

vacancies

counsel,” this looks like worth trying to
& rallroad man In the country,

Not s Feminine Error,

v (Puek.)
fourths of her

aosianes ke S b Sl

:ﬁmt mean to say that

| Though

| Tells no less of winhes guod,

| tin cake-moulds

Now thelr tikling Is of tin,

the sound be poor and thing
Though less qulckly understood,

And thelr tin—tin--abulation,

Heard by few of this grest nation
Stiil fta tiny witness bears

To much love for them pid thelrs"

The decorations consisted of roses and
chrysanthemums artistically arranged In
and baking-pans, bou-
quets in tin funnels for holders—all wed-
ding gifts.

Mrs. W, 8B Danlel, Mrs. James Lyons,
Mrs. W. W. Archer, Mrs. B. H. Valen-
tine, and Miss Norma Walker nssisted in |
recelving, and among those who ealled
during the evening were M Kate
Meade, Madame Guillaume, Mlss Gull-
laume, Mr. and Mrs., Frunk Isancs, Mrs.
Beollay Moore, Mr, J. L Willlams, Mrs,
Thomas G, Peyton, Mrs, Randolph Pey-
ton, Mrs, Willlam 1. Gravatt, Colonel
and Mra. John B. Purcell, Mr. and Mrs.
Ralelgh Colston, Mr. and Mrs, Willlam
Wirt Henry, Mrs. John Lightfoot, Mrs,
W. Dashiell, Miss Nunor, Mr, Jamea Al-
fred Jones, Mra, Adair Pleasants, Mr.
George Moncure, Mr. and Mrs. Joslah
Ryland, Mr, and Mra, M. W. Moncure,
AMr. and Mrs. J. H. Dinneen, Mr, and
Mra, Charles H. Bosher, Judge and Mrs.
James Lamb, Major Robert Stiles, Miss
Douthat, Mr, and Mrs. Henry Taylor,
Mr. and Mrs, Christopher Tompkins, Mr.
and Mr. Charles Davenport, Mra. A, B,

A pret party was given
&mwmmmf‘wa
folk, on W " Nor-

ednesday :
the hours of § and 7. Each lttle guest

presented a gift with a grace of
imitation, and each bore away a

day souvenir, In the form of a basket
or box of bon-bons,

The

with

| turned from Chicago

[
| ¢ hange Hotel

-

e e i
and Misses Es-

‘the
Hutcheson, mem-
ihe Houston dis-

HALLOW'EEN TEA.

The Ladles' Auxillary of the Hosemary
Library will give a charming entertaln-
ment on Tuesday evening from 6 to 10
at the rooms of the Nbrary, corner of
Main and Second streets, o be called n
“Hallow'een Tea.”

The lenten teas of lnst spring will be re-
mombersd as successful and agreenble
pntertapments, and the ladies are desi-
rous of Inereasing the clreulating feature
of the lbrary, by this means, hefore the
winter season. There will be an attrac-
tive tea served in the library-rooms, amd
the basement will be given up to the
young ladies, whae, under the leadership
of Miss Mary Morris Jones, will arrange
hallow'sen  games and amusements of
varted kinds, A great deal of fun s
promised to all who come 10 be amused
or to help the cnuss.

The ladien who will decorate the rooms,
sorye refreshments and recelve the guests
are Mrs. Levin Jovnes, Mrs. T. N. Carter,
Arthur

Mra. Wynidham Meredith, Mra

Seddon, Mre. Dr, Oppenhimer, Mrs, - T
Crump, Mra. A, B Camm, Mrs, W 8,
Danlel, Mrs, Ilobert Rennolds, Mre w
W. Archer, Mra. Samuel ‘Pravers, Mrs

Henry Taylor, Mrs. Chambers Davis, Mrs
B A Saunders, Mrs, Randolph N i
Mrs, B, T. Iy, Myers, Jr., and Mrs. Eve-
rett Waddes

The young adles aesieting Misa Jones in
the games will be Misses Blise Willlams,
Callle Ryland, Lelin Myers, Niml Myers
Mary B Howarl, Gertrude Howard, Hes-
vddison, Roy Fllerson, Emma Gllder-
Nannle Lay, Virgle Drock, Cer-
and  Annfe Leigh Camm, Annis
Howard, Mary Leod Moward, Martha
agley, and Parke Bagley
oty of the Colo-

A meeting of the
nial Dames will be callwl on Saturdny,
November 4th, at 12 o'clock, by the presl-
dent, Mre Wiliam  FRusseil Robinson,
who will designate the place for assems
bling and notify the members
THE GERMAN CLUES

Club has reor-
e oMeers anvd
o lta first enters
November Zih:
Arkinson; Viee-
Secretary and
rant, Jr. O -
» Stern, Mr. Levin
Davenport, Mi
Baunders Hob-

The Richmond
punizged with the
paironesses, and
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wilil
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Bankers' Conventlon
Mra. Jumes Walker will glve n recen
tion In Neovember in honor of her two
Aisters, Miases Hottie I Mary Hayes
Mg, Jumes B, Pace, Mrs. H. M. Jack
son wnd Miss Puce have returned to the
ity
Migsen
Chlcagy
CUne woding to take place In the West
Fnd 18 vet unannounced

Mr. and Mrs., Richard Harmlaway Meaude
will return from  their bridal tour
Tuesiday

Mr and Mrs. John Stevens and family
f Castle Polnt, N. J., are at the

has
went

attend the

Hland anid Ellen Clark are In

ks

Ar. and
returned  from  Chicago,

Mr. and Mrs, Loclen B. Tutum are at
present In Chicugo, amd will start on the
st of Novembor for a tour through the
Hocky Mountain ed amd o Ban
Friuncisco for the winter.

Mre. e W, Ellerson and her attractive
daughter, Miss Roy Ellerson, huve re-
turned to the clty,

Mr. J. K. Tucker, Jr., Is In Chleago

CHLOE, |

-_ | ——— -=
LETTERS MARKED "RUSH."

An Altempt to Discover Why They Are
Thus Treated,

Mrw. Charles Davenport have

Sia

It 5 a legend In the tolegraph office
that the sender takes u pile of mess-
wges, and, sorting out those marked

“rush," puts them at the bottom of the
plle, There i3 also u closs of comimuni-
cants that every newspaper office Koows
which marks s letters “rush.”

It will never be known just what thess
writers expect, says the Minneapolis
Journal, Poasibly it is that when the
letter 18 received by the posi-office author-
ities the wheels of Uncle Bam's mighty
engine for the distribution of mall will
stop while the postmaster sejzes his hat
and rushes out to deliver the letter per-
sonally.

If anybody seca the postmaster tearing
neross town at breakneck speed, he muay
know that the postmaster |s delivering a

“rush’ letter, Usually a letter marked
“rush’’ bears a message somewhat as
follows:

HASTY, Minn, September 1L-—-John Q.
Montgomery died yesterday of old age.
Ho will be serfously missed in our beau-
tiful village. John L. Johnson raised &
potato on his lower forty this year that
welghed elghteen ounces. Frunk Willlam-
#on was taken to the Insune asylum yes-
terday.

Sometimes & man will gend a letter
marked “rush” contalning a check or a
postal order. Then It goes to the busl-
neas office and s not opened, but sent to
the news editor on the supposition that
It contains neys. The news-editor growls
at the chump that sent it, and sends It
back to the busineas office, And so &
letter marked “rush’ is usually delayed,

e —— e
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Bridal Pre

1 -%t his three calters, -
i plesaurs to glve 1
but of course that s our -.!‘-

1 And yet while | da 411
them—and

I do so wiliing!y
great sacrifice of my o
tments—I do not
of women secking M,
the old southert ddes—pla.
bility of the family upon ¢
Kim be the provider an
remponsibillty of suppaort
be divided. But it is on.
of the march of our elyiliz,
pendence of women. W
regretted In somes of ji2 )
we must accept the ol
In our power to help woo
Independent  position
striving to attain *
————

KILLED BY COMPETITION

The Mule Couldn't tvatlicay 1,
Wb oof Wity

Ap

w

W

“No.” sall the n
his whiskers, “no
shippin' no  more
bonte'"

“And why not
ngent, nccorling o

Pross,

1 done It ones
n fine mule, worth £
him from Cinclnnat)
him on n steamboat o
forty ~power |
on It with a snort «
amil; mule went on
Wgeson

wam

Wik

the  bont

wouldn't bust., aml
bravin'; a it it
| goln® to makes u lar

| string aml the w!

| male stopped bravu

| started nml cocked g
|1|-r‘ el a minu L]
know whether he w
for that «urmn whist)
] tle Kept on; thea it @
wereech and bust
mile dlkdn't sl h
mer ud
the

for me '

out to And & ™
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Microbes? "\

They are In the alr, In the

water, in your blood and
wyatem. Thayare the rosl
causs of disease.

RADAM'S

Microbe Killc

routs every germ of disease, |
blood, renovates the aislel, |
good health nt once. Frive
Jugs, £1.00; In W 0. Ix
G0-page #xplanatory book — b
dutie, kocd wWhast |8 wii

4 The Wm. Radam Microbe Killerto.
7 Laight St., New York City.
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Do you wear them? When pext la need by 2 jc
Best in the worid.

H you want o s DRESS SHOE, mads 1n 2 |4
ahammﬂb&irwﬁvﬂ-ﬂ" ;
Shoa, £t squal fo curtom ;e nad host i
wear a5 well, 1f you wish o scomemize ko year foutes
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on wheo yas

T igEs 00

-




